Mawyer 1
SAMPLE Rough DRAFT
Texas Constitutional Origins and Principles Rough Draft
	The focus of this research paper will be on how the Texas Constitution was founded and how the two principles of separation of powers and checks and balances continues to influence modern government. The government founding era of the state of Texas was tumultuous and took many constitutions. However, the Texas Constitution that occurred as a result of the history of Texas has been long-lasting and continues to be the basis for modern government in the state of Texas. The system of separation of powers can be demonstrated through the handling of the resources provided to help the Gulf Coast recover after Hurricane Harvey in 2017. The system of checks and balances is frequently exercised, as can be illustrated through the use of Governor Greg Abbott’s veto of the 2017 House Bill 2410 regarding mail in ballots. Texas had struggled to create a government document that was strong enough to hold the state together; but once they were able to do so with the 1876 Constitution, the principles of separation of power and checks and balances have helped maintain a cohesive form of government into modern times.
After the separation from Mexico, Texas had to find a way to structure their new government. Texas relied heavily on Western Philosophers and some of Mexican law, in order to fiercely protect its unique culture, norms, and economy. To this end, Texas did not want a strong centralized government. They tried to create a government that protected their independence and also united them under one flag. There have been seven iterations of the Texas Constitution, all with varying successes and failures. The state constitution that is used today, was written in 1876 and has been amended 507 times as of 2019.  
This paragraph will discuss the merits of the Texas Constitution and what has made it so strong. I will discuss why the 1876 version has been able to withstand time whereas the others failed. I still need to find a resource that will support what I plan on saying here to help support my discussion. 
	In the Texas Constitution there are clearly defined separation of powers. This means that there are three main branches of government that handle the administration of the state. The legislative branch is in charge of making laws and handling money. The executive branch is in charge of the administration of the bureaucracy and carrying out the laws passed by the legislature. The judicial branch is in charge of ensuring that the state’s laws are just and that the citizens of the state are treated with due process of law under the Texas and the US Constitution. A focus of this research paper will be to demonstrate the separation of powers by using the example of the allocation and handling of the resources provided to help the Gulf Coast recover after Hurricane Harvey in 2017.
	This paragraph will be about the allocation handling of resources across various state and local government agencies that were intended to help the Gulf Coast recover after Hurricane Harvey in 2017. Three was “a $5 billion federal block grant plan for disaster relief” intended to help Texas recover from Hurricane Harvey (Cobler). Many state and local agencies were to apply for money from this block grant to assist in their local recovery efforts. The main state government office in charge of the distribution of these funds is the Texas General Land Office (Cobler). Under normal circumstances, the Texas state legislature is the governmental entity responsible for the allocation of money and funding. This is a clear example of how the separation of powers was meant to function. 
These separation of powers allows for there to be a system of checks and balances between the three branches of government. Each of the three branches of state government can place limitations on the other two. One way in which this is done is by the ability of the governor to use their veto authority on legislation. The governor of Texas has a lot of authority in his ability to block bills from becoming laws. *** this is really rough and I know I need to rephrase this***. 
This paragraph will discuss the veto by Governor Greg Abbott on the 2017 House Bill 2410 regarding mail in ballots. I will discuss what was included in HB 2410, why it was able to pass the Texas House and the Texas Senate. Then I will go into detail as to why Governor Abbott exercised his veto authority on this bill. I will use the Abney and Thomas source here.
As discussed in this paper, the state of Texas had a tumultuous beginning. However, that  led Texas state leaders in the 1870s to be able to create a long-lasting document that has served to support the state for more than 150 years. In that time, there have been many events that can be used to demonstrate the various principles that are found in the 1876 Constitution, such as the separation of powers and checks and balances. While these two terms frequently get mixed up, it is important to note that one principle could not exist without the other. *** I need to add in a few more sentences that specifically mention my two examples I used***

***The above is about 870 words… once I remove my notes and add in the details, I should have a really good paper and easily meet the 1,200 word minimum requirement for original word count.***
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